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Local Area Plan for Castlegar/Ballindooly. 
 
As the representatives of Connect Castlegar Residents Group, we would like to make the following 
submission in response to the Draft Development Plan 2011 in relation to the broad Castlegar area.   
The aim of this submission is to underscore the development needs of the area and hope that the 
following amendment will be given weighty consideration by the City Council and the City 
Councillors and is adopted into the Development Plan  

General 
Castlegar extends from the East shores of Lough Corrib at Menlo across the Tuam and Headford 
Roads to Briar Hill in the South and upward to Pollareavagh in the North, and crosses the boundary 
between Galway City and County.   (i.e. the mainly rural portions of Menlo, Castlegar, 
Carrowbrowne and Ballintemple ED’s, along with the newly built HDR in Baile an Choiste).   
 
For the purpose of this submission Menlo village  area is being excluded as the Draft Plan allows for 
a specific area based plan to be drawn up for Menlo.  In addition the County areas, although very 
much a part of the community are outside of the scope of the Development Plan.    
 
 
Submission 
 
This submission is for an Area Plan to be granted to the Castlegar/Ballindooly area focusing on the 
areas made up of Ballindooly village, Headford Road, Baile an Choiste, Tuam Road, School Road as 
outlined in Red on Map 1 attached and shown below.   
  
The changes we would like to be made to the draft plan are as follows: 
 
Chapter 11.2.8  Residential R and LDR Land Use Zoning Objectives.    
 Figure 11.4, 11.5, 11.6 , 11.19, 11.16, and 11.17 (covering the areas West of Headford 
 Road, North of Bothar an Choiste, North West of Tuam Road: Castlegar, Ballindooly, 
 Parkmore and LDR Tuam Road) be deleted and the following insertion made into  
 
Section 9.4. Village Envelopes Fig. 9.8(a) 
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 Castlegar is one of the richest historical parishes in the City dating back to 1800.   The 
 Castlegar/Ballindooly area incorporates two of its most important Norman structures 
 Ballindooly and Castlegar castles.  Its key natural include Ballindooly Lough and the 
 smaller loch at Clada Minerals, the limestone karst bounded by the Headford Road and 
 Monument Road and Knockyarragh.   The area is encapsulated to the South by the 
 Terryland ForestPark and to the East by the Corrib Special Area of Conservation on its 
 Eastern boundary.   In recognition of the requests by the Local residents a specific area 
 plan will be carried out by the City Council in conjunction with the residents to ensure 
 that theamenities and facilities of the area are improved and enhanced, and that a plan 
 already submitted by Connect Castlegar will be used as a basis for the Area Plan 
 
Policy 9.4  Village Envelopes 
 
 Add “Protect and enhance the area of Castlegar/Ballindooly and prepare an area plan 
 for the area” 
 
 
 
We would like the area plan to be based on the Castlegar/Ballindooly Development Plan drawn up by 
Connect Castlegar attached and to incorporate any other submissions which may be made to the 
Draft Plan, as well as the standards and guidelines which were originally contained in Section 11.2.8 
above.   
 
In addition we would request that this area plan be complete by the end of 2011.   The members of 
Connect Castlegar are willing to do as much of the groundwork required in order to minimize City 
Council Resources. 
 
 
Castlegar Connect 
Contact Details:  
connectcastlegar@gmail.com  Or c/o Marie Scully, School Road, Castlegar, Galway. 
 



 
Map 1. Showing Castlegar/Ballindooly Area Plan Boundary in Red 
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As the representatives of Connect Castlegar Residents Group, we would like to make the following 
submission if the City Council and City Councilors should not accept our first submission for a 
Castlegar/Ballindooly Area Plan.  The aim of this submission is to underscore the development needs 
of the area which have not been expressly outlined in the Draft Development Plan and that these 
points are given considered weight by the City Council and the City Councillors and are adopted into 
the Development Plan.   In addition, we would like that our submission be considered for the current 
Galway Transportation Unit Proposals which have a large East-West bias and has largely ignored the 
needs of the 10,166 population (Census 2006)  based in the North of the City i.e. the ED’s of 
Castlegar, Menlo & Carrowbrowne which represent 14% of the City Population.    

General 
 
Castlegar extends from the East shores of Lough Corrib at Menlo across the Tuam and Headford 
Roads to Briar Hill in the South and upward to Pollareavagh in the North, and crosses the boundary 
between Galway City and County.   (i.e. the mainly rural portions of Menlo, Castlegar, 
Carrowbrowne and Ballintemple ED’s, along with the newly built HDR in Baile an Choiste).   
 
Castlegar is one of the richest historical areas within the city incorporating some of its most 
important Norman structures and key natural features of the area are:  Lough Corrib, Ballindooly 
Lough and the smaller loch at Clada Minerals, the limestone karst bounded by the Headford Road 
and Monument Road and Knockyarragh and Briar Hills (two of the three named hills within the City 
area), the Terryland Forest Park and the Special Area of Conservation on the Eastern boundaries of 
Lough Corrib.   On the premise of doing as little or no harm to the history, ecology and geology of 
the area any decisions in relation to the new plan must take account of and enhance these special 
amenities.   
 
For the purpose of this response the Menlo village  area is being excluded as the Draft Plan allows 
for a specific area based plan to be drawn up for Menlo.  In addition the County areas, although very 
much a part of the community are outside of the scope of the Development Plan.   This submission 
as an Area Plan is, therefore, primarily focused, but not limited to the area making up the 
Ballindooly, Headford Road, Baile an Choiste, Tuam Road, School Road Triangle (Map 1).    
  
A copy of this submission is also being submitted to Galway County Council, the National Road 
Authority and the Galway Transportation Unit. 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Details:  
connectcastlegar@gmail.com  Or c/o Marie Scully, School Road, Castlegar, Galway. 
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Executive Summary 
 

Neighbourhood Concepts, Community, Environment, Amenity & Built Heritage 
• Extension of Terryland Forrest Park to encircle the North City area encompassing 

Ballindooly Lake and Knockyarragh creating the “Castlegar Way”. 
• Preservation of the Limestone Karst, Green Roads and Bog Road 
• Extension of Carrowbrowne and Castlegar Graveyards 
• Heritage enclave status for Ballindooly village 
• Provision of Neighbourhood Centre.   Pitches, astroturf and community amenities to be 

allocated at rear of  site selected for Neighbourhood centre 
• Land below Castlegar village (15 acres)to be acquired for playground, picnic tables etc. 
• Provision of Allotments at Council owned land at Ballindooly Cross. 
• Council owned land at School Road beside Healy bus to be zoned amenity and access to 

Ballindooly Lough. 
• Development of Ballindooly Lough as an amenity 
• Provision of Secondary School Facilities 

 
Transportation & Access 

• Outer City Bypass – move the Ballindooly interchange to Tuam Road to support industry 
(the Headford Road is 98% residential) or provide slip road off the Outer City Bypass 
onto the Tuam Road. 

• Park and Ride at Ballindooly/Carrowbrowne for N84, and at Polkeen/Two Mile Ditch for 
N17. 

• Commuter services for North Galway satellite towns that use N84 
• Commuter mini-bus service during commuter hours to service Menlo, Ballindooly, School 

Road, Cloonacauneen. 
• Gluas or other proposal to support the Tuam Road, which is 98% industrial.  
• Height and weight restriction and or/cul-de-sac on Bothár an Choiste– to be extended to 

School Road and Cloonacauneen Roads when By Pass built. 
• Redesign of Baile an Choiste exit. 
 

Walkability 
• Pedestrian Crossing and lights at Ballindooly Cross and at School Road over to Church 

on Tuam Road. 
• Provision and standardization of paths and provision of cycle lanes. 

 
Built Heritage, Urban Design, Housing  

• Social/Voluntary/Traveller/Affordable housing to come from 20% allocation from 
Developments only. 

• Good design to be applied to residential and commercial developments 
• No developments to allow excavation of local topography 

Quarrying 
• No further expansion of Quarrying at either Lackagh or Roadstone – planning conditions 

to be enforced. 
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Neighbourhood Concepts/Strengthening the Community 
 The current draft development plan has no specific statement in respect of the  
 Castlegar area.   
 

• The “Castlegar Way”.   Terryland Forest Park to be extended  to encircle the North City 
Area  by utilizing and extending the current Green Roads in the Castlegar area providing  
a community access, ecological and wildlife corridor.   This would not only open up 
Ballindooly Lake and Knockyarragh as amenities but also provide real connectivity and 
community accessibility between Baile an Choiste, Castlegar Village, School Road and 
Ballindooly village, which are currently cut off from each other by the high volume traffic 
road system.  (See Map I showing current green roads and proposed extension) 

 
• The provision of the Neighbourhood Centre for which lands are allocated near the 

entrance of Baile an Choiste.   This is a key social cohesion and community development.   
It is hoped that this will also provide the centre for the Primary Care Team covering this 
area, along with football pitches and Astroturf.  Outside of the land zoned for the 
Neighbourhood centre the surrounding land has been zoned HDR.   

 
• We would like to the site identified by Connect Castlegar (about 15 acres) below 

Castlegar village and Castlegar Castle and adjacent to Terryland Forrest Park to be 
acquired for a park and recreational area with playground, picnic table, pitches and cycle 
paths to the City (via Terryland Forrest Park). 

 
• Connect Castlegar have identified 7 acres of land owned by City Council off School Road, 

above Ballindooly Lough (beside Healy bus) to be zoned for amenity use by the 
community (zoned agriculture). 

 
• There is a further site at Ballindooly Cross acquired by the Council that we would like to 

have set aside for allotments.  The house on the site to be used for allotment holders 
equipment and for meeting room purposes. 

 
• The Mass Path green road from the Church up to the Moneen on the Racecourse to be 

maintained. 
 

• There is no Secondary School in the North or North East of the City.  This greatly adds to 
the traffic and transport issues in the area.   A local secondary school would act as feeder 
for the four primary schools (Menlo, Ballinfoile, Castlegar and Briar Hill) as well as 
taking catchment from Corrundulla, Clonboo, and Claregalway.  We immediately seek to 
identify an area to be set aside for this purpose as well as funding to be allocated. 

 
• Ballindooly village to be granted Village Envelope status. 

 

Transportation & Access 
 The current draft development plan has no specific statement in respect of the  
 Castlegar area.  The Galway Transportation Plan has an East-West bias and has no 
 specific plans for the Castlegar population. 
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 Outer City By-Pass 
 
 The proposed Ballindooly Cross Junction for the Outer City Bypass will cause a giant 
 parking lot on the Headford Road.  Currently 10,000 cars per day go through Ballindooly 
 junction, with additional load of over 3,000 households emptying onto the road between 
 Ballindooly junction and the Kirwan Roundabout.   With the current and planned zoning, 
 there is a potential for another 2000 plus additional cars, which will merge on the same 
 stretch of the Headford Road.  The Headford Road on this section is 98% high density 
 residential, and has had traffic calming measures recently implemented to support its 
 residential status.    The Tuam Road where most of the large industry is located is 98% 
 industrial (either in or just off it).   There is no direct junction from the By-Pass to 
 accommodate heavy goods traffic and commuter traffic directly to this industrial zone.    
 
 Commuter traffic coming from the West on the Bypass going to the industrial zone will not 
 go out to the Garraun interchange to access the Tuam Road industrial zone, as this will
 bring them two-three kilometers beyond where they want to go.   This will result in 
 commuters from the West using the Ballindooly junction and then the Cloonacauneen and 
 School Roads as rat runs to the industrial areas on the Tuam Road.  This interchange will 
 also become the main conduit for traffic coming from the East to get to Downtown 
 Galway.    This is going to drive very large volumes of traffic onto the already stretched 
 residential portion of the Headford Road.   The additional large volumes of traffic will by its 
 very nature have a divisive and negative effect overall on the community.  This has happened 
 on the Seamus Quirke Road over in Westside. 
 

We suggest that the Ballindooly interchange (Map II) be moved to the Tuam Road (Map III) 
at Polkeen.  This would not interfere with the current Outer City Bypass route, nor incur any 
additional CPO’s for the NRA, nor impact on any current buildings.    If this is not feasible, 
then an extra spur needs to be provided  from the  City Bypass directly onto the Tuam Road 
(adding to cost) , or as an alternative create a new link road to run between School and 
Cloonacauneen Road to the Tuam Road (requires more CPO’s and cost).   The Draft City 
Development Plan recognizes that the Ballindooly junction will cause traffic nightmares and 
that in time it will require additional infrastructure costs, but does not state what it will do 
other than suggest a possible link from the Ballindooly interchange with the Eastern approach 
Road between the Kirwan & Font Roundabouts.  Such a link would have to skirt Ballindooly 
Lake, cut through residential areas of School Road, Bothár an Choiste, Baile an Choiste, and 
the Terryland Park!  With the current hold-up on the building of the Outer City Bypass, there 
is still time to amend the design and we would urge reconsideration. 

 

 Walkability.  
• Whilst the plan recognizes the need to improve School Road and Bothár an Choiste, 

along with the need for footpaths and cycle paths we would like any improvement activity 
to be sensitive to the nature of the rural environment.  We would refer to the Connect 
Castlegar feasibility study drawn by Simon J. Kelly on behalf of the residents – this 
proposes the footpaths are kept behind the existing hedgerows and stonewalls. 

 
• Pedestrian Crossing and lights at Ballindooly Cross over to the shop and additional lights 

from the School Road side over to the Church on Tuam Road. 
 
• Provision and standardization of paths and provision of cycle lanes on the Tuam and 
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Headford Road.  The Plan has only specified cycle lanes on Baile an Choiste – a cycle 
lane leading nowhere. 

 
Access 

 
• Regular Bus Éireann Commuter services for North Galway satellite towns and villages 

that use N84. 
 
• Regular Commuter mini-bus service (either private or Bus Éireann) during commuter 

hours to service Menlo, Ballindooly, School Road, Cloonacauneen. 
 
• Gluas or other proposal to support the commuter traffic to the Tuam Road, which is 98% 

industrial. 
 
• Park and Ride at Ballindooly/Carrowbrowne for N84, and at Polkeen/Two-Mile Ditch for 

N17. 
 
• Height and weight restriction on Bothár an Choiste (except for local access) or as an 

alternative create a cul-de-sac which will still facilitate walkers and cyclists and help keep 
the Village Envelop intact. 

 
• Height and Weight restrictions extended to School Road and Cloonacauneen Roads when 

GOCB is built. 
 
• Redesign of Baile an Choiste Headford Road exit, which is exceptionally dangerous. 

 Natural Heritage & Amenity 
• The Terryland Forest Park is a key amenity for the whole of North Galway City.   

Propose that it should be extended to incorporate the Green road Network “The 
Castlegar Way” as mentioned previously. 
 

• Development of Ballindooly Lake as amenity by provision of further fishing stages and 
green road access to “Castlegar Way”. 
 

• Provision of  further land for allotments 
 

• Hedgerows and stonewalls to be retained on all developments. 
 

• Preservation of the Limestone Karst area, Green Roads and Bog Roads. 

Enterprise & Employment- Community & Culture 
• The Built heritage of the Castlegar area with it Castles and rich history has large potential 

for local tourism.  The proposed opening up of Terryland Park with cycle paths and the 
extension of the green roads mentioned previously alongside the Castle sites would 
provide a basis for a “Castlegar Way” heritage-tourism. 

 
• Castlegar has a strong rural character and heritage, which needs to encompass the newer 

high-density population into its core.  The new Neighbourhood Centre is core to 
achieving cohesion in the area. 
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• Extension of  Carrowbrowne and Castlegar Graveyards 

 
• Castlegar is a Gaeltacht area the traditions and land use must be specifically supported 

within the Development Plan. 
 

• Continuing Grant support for the very successful Boreen Festival, which is intended as an 
annual event. 

 

Built Heritage & Urban Design 
• Ballindooly and Castlegar Castles are designated specifically as protected structures.   

The land abutting Castlegar Castle is zoned HDR we would ask that a portion of this 
HDR be rezoned Community and Cultural Use so that the built heritage is protected. 

 
• Linear Ribbon Housing or Linear Commercial Developments should not be created 

along Major and secondary thoroughfares (Headford and Tuam Road) creating suburban 
sprawl and adding to the traffic chaos.  Clachán type development should be encouraged 
which are in line with the traditional Irish vernacular and provide social and community 
cohesion.   (an example would be Carraig Ban, Ard na Choiste and Baile an Choiste) 

 
• Any new developments proposed or submitted for the new plan to have Environmental 

Impact and Health Impact Assessments submitted as part of the proposal. 
 
• The allocation of commercial units as part of general residential developments needs to 

be addressed.  There appears to be a glut of empty commercial units.   Careal Mór, An 
Trianan, and Tornog still have empty commercial units. 

 
• Sustainable design to be applied to all buildings.  The hay-shed schools of commercial 

design being allowed to develop in ribbons on the Curraghline are dreadful eyesores, this 
on one of the major approaches to the “jewel of the west”.  Design should foster the 
traditional rural character of the area and be in keeping with the characteristics of the 
locality. 

 
• All developments to assimilate into the topography of the development site.  

Developments to follow the natural contours of the site, which will be sustainable and 
ecologically sympathetic.  The hacking out of the landscape to create Sceilig Ard, Careal 
Mór and Tornóg and the 20 ft high retaining walls in residents back gardens cannot be 
good or sustainable planning. 

 
• The provision of large walls between estates (6-10ft high) is an obstacle to community 

cohesion and development.   Lower boundary walls provide a more acceptable means of 
definition between estates and would discourage bush drinking and loitering. 

 
• Utilise the Safe Design guidelines as proposed by An Garda Siochana. 

 

Area Based Plans 
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• This submission is the basis for a specific Area Plan for Castlegar/Ballindooly.  We  are 
 trying to build a cohesive and connected community.  
 

• No further HDR encroachments into the Castlegar village envelop – the village will 
 become meaningless if it is surrounded by any more HDR. 

 

Housing Strategy 
 

• Social/Voluntary/Traveller/Affordable housing to come from 20% allocation from new mixed 
developments only.    Large swathes of unequally allocated social housing in specific areas 
are detrimental to social inclusion.    The Headford Road is being ghettoised by linear social 
housing estates developments.    From Ballinfoile, though Cluan Fada, Luis Leana, Baile An 
Choiste, Ard na Choiste and other mooted potential developments up to and including the 
Hard Stand in Carrowbrowne and now the extension to the temporary halting site in 
Carrowbrowne.  This is social exclusion on a large scale. 

 
• The Housing strategy contained in Figures 11.4, 11.5 and 11.6 of the Development Plan to 

reflect elements of this submission and form the basis of an integrated plan.     

Land Use Zoning Objectives & Development Standards 
 

• The lands outlined in the Neighbourhood Concepts to be zoned Amenity 
 
• Any further zoning for liner Ribbon Housing or linear Commercial Developments on 

Headford and Tuam Roads should not be created.   
 
Quarrying.      
 
The area is in a Radon black spot, and has become a major concern to the health and safety 
within the community.  Quarrying in the area must be contributing to the high radon levels by 
disturbing and releasing of gases and gas particles as part of the quarrying process.   Pollution 
and heavy road traffic involved in the quarry activity is creating further health issues in the 
area.  Structural damage by blasting and the explosions are all adding to stress for residents in 
the area.    Castlegar and Ballindooly village areas are sandwiched between two active Quarries 
(Roadstone and Lackagh). Further extension should not be permitted to the Quarrying activity 
currently undertaken within the City Boundary.  The Lackagh planning permission, is due to 
expire in October 2010, and according to the original permit, the site at this stage, should be 
decommissioned. All the requirements of the original planning/permit at time of decommission 
must also be implemented which covered areas like landscaping and making good.  An 
application for retention of quarrying at the Anglingham Quarry, which has not been used since 
1964, should not be permitted.  This is within the Corrib SAC.  

 
• EPA to be involved with all future decisions in respect of Quarry activity within the City. 



 
Map I.   Castlegar/Ballindooly Area Plan.   Area Boundary in Red.  Current Green Roads in Green, Solid Line.   Proposed Green Road Extensions 
Dotted Green Line 

 
 
 




